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MEDIA ADVISORY/PHOTO OPPORTUNITY
 
MEHARRY MEDICAL COLLEGE

Disaster Preparedness Expert General Russel Honoré to Receive Honorary Degree at
Meharry Medical College 135th Commencement
General Honoré is best known for serving as commander of Joint Task Force Katrina
WHO: Lieutenant General Russel L. Honoré, who served as the 33rd commanding general of the U.S. First Army at Fort Gillem, Ga. and is best known for his work as commander of Joint Task Force Katrina
WHAT:  General Honoré will be in Nashville for the 135th Commencement ceremony for Meharry Medical College to receive an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree. General Honoré will be available for media interviews to give his expert opinion on disaster preparedness and the next steps for Nashville after the recent floods.
WHY:  General Honoré was responsible for coordinating military relief efforts for Hurricane Katrina areas affected across the Gulf Coast.  New Orleans’ Mayor, Ray Nagin, nicknamed Honoré, "one John Wayne dude," when the general arrived after the storm and started taking charge.  He was dubbed the “Category 5 General” and the “The Ragin' Cajun” by the media. For his outstanding efforts, General Honoré is receiving an honorary degree during the commencement ceremony for the 2010 Meharry Medical College graduates who will often serve as first responders in instances of disasters. 
WHEN:  1 p.m., Saturday, May 22, 2010 (media room opens at 11:00 a.m.)
WHERE:  David Lipscomb University, Allen Arena; 3901 Granny White Pike, Nashville, TN 37204
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