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MEHARRY MEDICAL COLLEGE INVITES COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS TO DISASTER PREPAREDNESS SYMPOSIUM
Nashville, Tenn. --- As hurricanes, tornados, floods and other natural disasters continue to strike communities across the US, experts say being prepared goes a long way toward saving lives. Officials at Meharry Medical College are leading an initiative to unite business leaders, community organizations, health care organizations and academic centers in an effort to provide a comprehensive model for cities across the country to follow when facing a natural or man-made disaster.
On June 15-17, Meharry will host the Southeastern Regional Symposium, Reconnecting Vulnerable Communities: The Power of Partnerships Before, During, and After a Disaster, on the Meharry campus in the S.S. Kresge Learning Resource Center. The opening reception begins at 5:00 pm on June 15. An award luncheon, sponsored by the Lance Armstrong Foundation, will be held at 1 p.m. on June 17.  
The symposium is hosted by Science, Education, and Community United to Respond to Emergencies (SECURE) Gulf Coast Project. It is initiated by the Intercultural Cancer Council (ICC).  It is free and open to the public. 
The purpose of the symposium is to engage established disaster management organizations, agencies, community and civic groups to identify resources to prepare vulnerable communities during and following disasters.  The symposium will establish a community-based alliance that will be in place to assist the communities in the city of Nashville before, during, and after a disaster.

Guest speakers include Pat Matthews-Juarez, Ph.D., Meharry Site Principal Investigator/SECURE Michael McSurdy, CEO of the non-profit organization Family and Children’s Services in Nashville, and Minister David Jones of Schrader Lane Christ of Church.
To register, please visit http://gulfcoasthealthport.com/ or contact Monique Anthony at 615-327-6157 or manthony@mmc.edu for further details. 



About Meharry Medical College: Meharry Medical College founded in 1876, is the nation’s largest private, independent historically black academic health center dedicated to educating minority and other health professionals. True to its heritage, it is a United Methodist Church affiliated institution. The College is particularly well known for its uniquely nurturing, highly effective educational programs; emerging preeminence in health disparities research; culturally sensitive, evidence-based health services and significant contribution to the diversity of the nation’s health professions workforce. Diverse Issues in Higher Education’s ranking of institutions annually lists Meharry as a leading national educator of African Americans with M.D. and D.D.S. degrees and Ph.D. degrees in the biomedical sciences. Visit www.mmc.edu to learn more.

image1.jpeg




