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May 21, 2011
HARVARD UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR DR. AUGUSTUS WHITE DELIVERS THE 136TH COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS FOR MEHARRY MEDICAL COLLEGE 
May 21, 2011 ---Dr. Augustus White, an author and Harvard University professor who has dedicated his life to orthopaedics and the elimination of health disparities, gave the 2011 commencement address for Meharry Medical College on May 21 at the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, Tenn.

White delivered an inspiring message to the class of 2011 and received an honorary doctorate of humane letters from Meharry. The honorary degree was conferred by Meharry Medical College President and CEO Wayne J. Riley, M.D., MPH, MBA, MACP.

A scientist who has distinguished himself on several fronts, White was the Orthopaedic Surgeon-in-Chief at Beth Israel Hospital in Boston for 13 years. Today, he is the Ellen and Melvin Gordon Distinguished Professor of Medical Education, Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery at Harvard Medical School (HMS) and Professor Emeritus of the Harvard/MIT Division of Health Sciences and Technology. He is a former Master of the Oliver Wendell Holmes Society, HMS. 
Born in Memphis, Tenn., White completed his pre-medical studies at Brown University in 1957. In 1961, he became the first African-American graduate of the Stanford University School of Medicine. Receiving his Ph.D. degree in orthopedic biomechanics at the Karolinska Institute in Sweden, he then worked as the first African-American surgical resident at the Yale-New Haven Hospital. 
White has committed himself to issues of diversity and is nationally recognized for his work in medical education and issues of health care disparities. He is the founding President of the J. Robert Gladden Orthopaedic Society, and is committed to the society’s mission to eliminate musculoskeletal health disparities. He also is a member of the National Advisory Board of the Stanford University Center for Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity and the Brown University Advisory Committee on Diversity. 

As an author, White is well known for his book, The Clinical Biomechanics of the Spine. This internationally used text, is designed to present scientific material about spine biomechanics in a manner directly applicable to the care of patients with spine problems. His most recent publication written with David Chanoff titled, Seeing Patients: Unconscious Bias in Health Care,  presents solutions for eliminating disparities.
White has received  awards for professionalism in orthopaedic surgery including, the 29th Alfred R. Shands Lecturer Award; the Elmer and Rosemary Nix Ethics Award and the William W. Tipton Jr., M.D. Leadership Award for his work as an educator, mentor and champion of diversity initiatives.
He has served at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) as a member of the Advisory Council of the National Institutes of Arthritis, Diabetes, Digestive and Kidney Diseases. He was appointed as an initial member of the National Advisory Council of the National Center on Minority Health and Health Disparities (NCMHD) by Secretary of Health and Human Services, Tommy Thompson, where he served for five years.

About Meharry Medical College: Meharry Medical College founded in 1876, is the nation’s largest private, independent historically black academic health center dedicated to educating minority and other health professionals. True to its heritage, it is a United Methodist Church affiliated institution. The College is particularly well known for its uniquely nurturing, highly effective educational programs; emerging preeminence in health disparities research; culturally sensitive, evidence-based health services and significant contribution to the diversity of the nation’s health professions workforce. Diverse Issues in Higher Education’s ranking of institutions annually lists Meharry as a leading national educator of African Americans with M.D. and D.D.S. degrees and Ph.D. degrees in the biomedical sciences. Visit www.mmc.edu to learn more.
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